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TECHNICAL REPORT

Studies on Citrus Virus and Virus-Like Diseases

In Sultanet Oman

Citrus orchards were examined at different locations in north

and south regions. It was found that:-

1.

gt

The local lemon named (Lomy) exhibits malformation of the
vegetative growth in the old orchards. This phenomenon. was
found mainly in Lewa region. It could be attributed to
several factors: fertilization,agrotechnical, insects, and
micro organisms. This malformation looks like that of mango
in India and Egypt. The diseased tree could be improved by
pruning, application of fertilizers,insect control and improv-
ing irrigation

It is recommended not to use diseased plants for propogation,
and not to transfer seedlings from infected regions to healthy
ones.

Virus infection was observed on imported citrus trees. Clear
symptoms of Psorosis, Cachexia, Exocortis and Gummy bark were
observed.

No disease symptoms: of Tristesa,stubborn and greening were
observed on citrus trees in Oman.

We suggest for citrus propagation to use nuceller, old trees
produced from seeds, indexed mother plants, or virus free
imported buds.

Selection was carried out on citrus trees. O01ld trees produced
from seeds which did not exhibit virus sympotoms were selected
for propagation. In additon, stock/soin citrus trees free from
virus symptoms were selected for propagation, after a virus-
testing program is carried out on inddicator hosts.

To protect citrus trees against virus diseases in Oman Sultanet

is recommended:

a. Not to import citrus seedling from outside the country.
b. Propagation should be carried out from local old trees
propagated from seeds



Propagation should be also carried out from local tested
mother plants.

Internal Quarantin should be adopted (not to transfer
seedling iftom infected regions to healthy ones) .

It is necessary to have a ph.D virologist having experience
in citrus viruses to carry workin this field in Oman.
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